Fire Station Studio Awards for Professional Disabled Visual Artists 2009/2010
In partnership with Arts and Disability Ireland (ADI)
Background to the Award:
The Fire Station Artists’ Studios, initiated the ‘Studio Award for an Artist with a Disability’ in 2001 with the aim of supporting the professional career development of visual artists with disabilities. Previous award recipients have been Corban Walker, Lorraine Gallagher and Sean Hamill and Noemi Lakmaier. 
After a period of evaluation and review in 2007 the Fire Station entered into a partnership with Arts & Disability Ireland (ADI) on this award. 
Who can apply?

This award is particularly aimed at professional disabled visual artists who could best benefit from being based in the living and working environment of the Fire Station Artists’ Studios in Dublin city centre. 
Disabled Person: The loss or limitation of opportunities to take part in the normal life of the community on an equal level with others due to physical and social barriers.( Dail magazine Nov 2004 )
What does the award consist of?

Rent free studio

The award consists of a rent free studio in a Dublin city centre environment, which can be adapted for residential or non residential use. Heat, light, 24 hour security and free parking included.
Bursary of up to €3,000
The artist will also receive a bursary of €3,000 at the start of the residency.
Access Grant 

In addition the artist will be awarded an ‘Access Grant’ of up to €1,000 which the artist can use for additional expenses they may have in relation to their access requirements eg PA costs, travel expenses, adaptive software etc. Please specify in your application any particular requirements you may have and how you would intend to use this Access Grant.
Fire Station facilities, equipment and Technical support:
The award will also entitle the artist to full access to other Fire Station facilities and Technical support. 
Computers
  1 MacPro with Adobe CS4 Master Suite and Final Cut Studio 2 with Samsung 23inch monitor and Samsung 19inch HDTV.
  2 iMacs with Adobe CS4 Master Suite and Final Cut Studio 2
Video
    * 2 X Projectors.
    * 1 X Panasonic AG HVX 200 Camcorder with 16GB P2 card.
    * 1 X Vinten Pro Touch 6 Tripod
    * 1 X Sennheiser ME66 Shotgun Mic and power module
    * 1 X Sony PD170F
Photography
    * 2 X Canon 30D 8 Megapixel Cameras
      Each with a Canon EF 70 – 200 Zoom Lens -
    * Canon EF 17 – 40 Wide Angle Lens -
    * Memory Card 2GB
    * Two Batteries
    * Tripod
    * 1 X Canon 6 mega pixel still camera
Other
    * 1 Epsom flatbed scaner.

    * 1 X Monopod available.
    * 1 X Nikon LS 5000 Film and Slide scanner.
    * 1 X HHB MDP500 Portable Mini Disk Recorder.
    * 1 X Fender PA System
    * 3 X Pairs of Klipsch ProMedia Speakers
    * 1 X Zoom H2 Handy Recorder
We have free internet access point in all  artists’ studios and offer WiFi access in parts of the main building. We also have a resource area for our resident artists where you access magazines such as Arts Monthly, Art Forum International, VAN and consult our collection of books on contemporary art. There is also a meeting / resource room with DVD, projector which artists can book in advance with Fire Station staff.
What do you mean by engaging in a dialogue around my practice during the residency?
Part of this residency is to encourage an active dialogue around various aspects of your practice.  This will involve planned talks within the Fire Station including a studio visit by Irish artists and the potential to link into Arts & Disability Ireland’s new website for artists possibly via a blog.
Can you describe the Studio?
Studio 2 is a small 38sq metre self contained ground floor studio that includes kitchen, toilet and shower facilities and combined live / work area.  It has been specifically designed for wheelchair users and is suitable as a studio for painting, drawing and other 2D work or as a base to access the workshop. Heat and light is included free of charge in addition to a free parking space and night-time security. In addition the Fire Station has a lift that ensures access for wheelchair users to the rest of the building ie resource area, meeting room, and washing machine and dryer. 
Can you tell me a bit about the Fire Station Artists Studios?

Located in Dublin’s North East Inner City, the Fire Station Artists’ Studios was established by the Arts Council in 1993 to address the needs of professional visual artists. We provide,
· Combined live/work studios (9) for Irish and international artists.

·  Sculpture workshop facilities for large scale work.
· Training, talks and master classes for artists.

In addition to providing top quality space, facilities and support for professional visual artists we are uniquely placed on the doorstep of Dublin City Centre with easy access to rail and bus links. The Fire Station is also an integral part of our local community in the north east inner city, and we aim to deliver art projects that innovatively engage with communities of professional practice, place and interest, as well as contribute to debate around participatory arts practice. Since 2002 the Fire Station has run an annual ‘Artist in the Community Studio Award’, which supports professional visual artists who work in community contexts. The Fire Station is also committed to supporting disabled artists and contributing to the critique on their practice. See our website www.firestation.ie
Is there an opportunity to meet other artists during my residency?

The Fire Station is a private live and work space for artists and there is no official mechanism to meet the other Fire Station artists.
We are not open to the general public and we do not have a gallery space.  However we will facilitate introductions and studio visits to some of the artists here.  In addition we will be initiating a link with other international artist residencies in Dublin to assist in meeting peers.  Fire Station is very centrally located and a good point of access to attend gallery openings and events in the city.
Are artists from abroad eligible to apply?

Yes. The Fire Station equally encourages national and international residencies. We are interested in building links with professional artists and organisations abroad that engage in context based and participatory arts practice. 
How do you define a disabled person?
A disabled person is someone who experiences a ‘limitation of opportunities to take part in community life on an equal level with others due to physical and social barriers’ (Disabled People International).

Is the Award primarily visually arts based?

Yes, however visual artists now work with a variety of materials and media, including video, light, sound, multimedia, performance and so on. You are also free to collaborate with artists from other disciplines. Specify in you application the materials and processes that you use. 

What is the application process for this Award?
To apply for this award please send us the following information.

· A covering letter.
· A current CV 
· Supporting documentation of your work.
· Up to six still images (photographs, laser prints, CD Rom), 

· Up to six minutes of DVD – you must cue a pre selected piece. 

· Catalogues or books. 

Do not send us original artworks or master copies of videos.
Tell us how you want your documentation returned. If by post, include a separate envelope with sufficient postage. Otherwise you can arrange to pick up material from the Fire Station.

The covering letter:

Tell us how you hope to use the Studio for the residency eg making new work, networking, working on a commission, preparing for an exhibition and how you hope to engage in a dialogue around your work. 
To enable the Awards Panel to understand your access requirements, please outline how disability impacts on your life and work, and how you feel the award would benefit you as an artist.   
Please outline any particular supports you may require.
What is the time frame for these residencies?
Residencies for this award run between Sept 2009 –  August 2010.

What is the closing date for the award?

The closing date for the award is Wednesday 29th April 2009. Artists will be notified in May 2009.

Who do I contact if I have any queries in relation to this award?

If you have any questions on this award please feel free to contact Jessica Cunningham in the Fire Station Artists Studios either email: artadmin@firestation.ie or by Tel + 353 (0) 1 8069010 

For further information on Fire Station Artists Studios please consult our website 

www.firestation.ie
Arts & Disability Ireland (ADI) 
ADI strives to promote the engagement of people with disabilities in the arts at the highest level; as audience members, artists, performers, participants, advisors and employees. For further information on ADI please contact Pádraig Naughton. Tel: + 353 (01) 4736600 or email: director@adiarts.ie web: www.adiarts.ie
